0 


KD: 
4 hs 


Baal, Tor Le 
„ SRT HE 


Pro be. s Plea for Truth. 


* oy 
2 x 
0 1 
04 


— * 2 „ 


—_— 


SER MON 
Preach'd in the Pariſh-Church of 1 


LEDBURT 2 Hen erorDSHiRE, 


Abril the 23% 1710. „ YM 
2 N vo 
* I} 


By 70 N N WALKER AL A 1 


Vicar of Ledoury. © Fa $ 
n 

" any Man Teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to Than Þ. 1 
- Words, even the Words of our Lord Fe ſus Chrift, and to 28 


the Doctrine which is according to Goalineſs ; ; He is Proud, "1 
' knowing nothing, but _ about Que ſi ions. and Strifes fo 
of Words; whereof cometh Envy, Strife, Railings, evil. 

Surmiſmgs;, Perverſe Di gb of Men of corrupt minds, | | 

and deſtitute of the Truth, ſappoſing that gain is 3 — 4 
pn] * witharaw thy ſelf. 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4, 5. | 
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f O PING that the following Diſcourſe 
1 may do ſome good in the world, either 
ws it may rectiſſe the erroneous, or thoſe that 
are out of the Way; Or as it may confirm 
and ſettle thoſe that are in the right one; 
Dr as it may be a juſt Apology and Defence 
or my ſelf, and the reſt of my Order in the _ 
EDiſcharge of our Function and Office as Mi- 
wiſters of Chriſt, I have thought fit to give 
6. 4 2 it 
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it a more public Appearance than the Preac 


Juſt an Occaſion for it, I think every ſober! 


DEDICATION. 


ing it to à private Auditory can poſſibly 


mount unto. This u all that J aim at and ii ai 
tend herein. And I may in Fuſtice expe 6 
that the Reader will make nv other Conc! tl 
ſion from what he ſhall meet with, than t 2 
true Literal Conſtruct ion of the Words do © 
ſuggeſt. If Words be the Interpreter an b 
Declarer of the Mind, as they ought to bY 2 
and are with all Men of Probity ; it is high ” 
ly difirgenuous and unchriſtian, to give the 
any other Turn or Meaning, than what of * 
their own Native Sence they bear and d 
note. They, that right or wrong will do thih } 
do. indeed fhew what Temper they are of 
none of the beſt, let me aſſure them. An 
turn but once the Tables, and make it theilfi ( 
own Caſe, and they will quickly perceive hon ; 
unequitable and unfair it is, and call it 6 


worſe Names than judge fit to repeat! 
However, if Men's Thoughts are not to bd 
underſtood ſuitably to their words, but l 


ſome ſecret, obſcure Reſerves and Iunuend's 
ſome ſhall unjuſtly ſcent and find out, or a 


leaſt pretend they do, farewell all uſe of Speech 
and we ſhall in the worſt Sence of the Phraſe 
be Barbarians one to another. I had once 
thought that ſuch a Caution had been utterlyl 
needleſs; but whew ſome Men have given ſol 


Writer hath need to guard himſelf as well 
as 
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n be can, and deſire to appeal to more righ- 
teous Fudges. I have been careful to avoid 
all ambiguous Forms of Speech, or what may 
be capable of a double Meaning, and upon 
that Account have the leſs Reaſon to dread 
the envenomed Darts of ſuch malicious Shoot- 
ers. But notwithſtanding when ſuch Men 
have loſt all Sence of Modeſty, good Reaſons 
ing, common Civility, and neceſſary Juſtice, 
we are not to expect. the faireſt. Treatment 
from them, Some Dirt will be thrown by 
them, and we have good luck if we can ſcape 
being ſullied in the common Eſtimate. In 
ſuch a Caſe we 'muſt, with the Apoſtles, be- 
take our ſelves to that impregnable Bulwark, 
and ſaſe Refuge, the teſtimony of a good 2 Cor. 1. 
Conſcience; that in Simplicity and godly ““ 
Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but 
jby the Grace of God we had our Con- 
verſation in the World. F we have this, 
we need not fear ought elſe. We may (as 
St. Paul ſpeaks) be troubled on every ſide, 1, 4.8, 9 
yet not diſtreſſed ; perplexed, but not in 
deſpair ; Perſecuted, but not forſaken ; Caſt 
down, but not deſtroyed. This is an in- 
exhauſted Treaſury and Spring, againſt all 
the Evils of an evil World. And this be- 
ing the Reſult of a true Fear of and Obe- 
dience paid to God and his Word, and what 
i the proper and full Import and Bufineſs 
118 of this Diſcourſe, I bope I have not given 
any 
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„ any juſt. Cauſe of Offence to any. If they 


will cauſleſly take it, that they muſt blame 
\ themſelves for. It is my Buſineſs to Preach 
and aſſert Truth. And as to this, whatſo- 
ever ſome may imagine and flatter them- * 
ſelves with, 4 Neceſſity unavoidable is laid 


upon every Miniſter of the Goſpel. And they 6 
that do not in Sincerity and Integrity per- 2 


form it, what can they expect but that Woe gu 
St. Paul threatned himſelf with, when he 
x Cor. 9. ſays, Woe is unto me if | Preach not the ll z/ 
16. Goipel. If to avoid this, and to ſbem our iſ p 
Concern for the Honour of our Lord, we ex- 


ert an honeſt, decent, and well regulated Zeal, A 

Rom. 12, are fervent in Spirit, as the Goſpel com- i , 
1 mands, this ſure muſt be its own FJuſtifier, : 
when it is to depreſs Sin and advance Righte- g 
ouſneſs. 0 


a 
. They that can behold the many provoking i y 
Impieties of the preſent Age, the ſtill widen- | j 
ing Diviſions of it eſpecially, with a Calm- 
weſs and Indifferency of Temper ; inſtead of 
having a commendable Zeal, are poſſeſs d and 
Hag-ridden with a moſt miſchievons Lukes» 
warmneſs. And if this is the Moderation 
ſome Men ſa earneſtly plead or aud would 
recommend, God Almighty, I beſeech him, for | 
ever deliver me from ſo great and unchri- 
ftian a Coldneſs and Unconcernedueſs in my | 
Maſter's Buſineſs. It is better, I think, 1 | 
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be ſomewhat too hot in ſo good a work, than 


mility, and Charity are Chriſtian Graces, 
and what we ought to be full of; and J 
doubt not but that we may be ſo, and yet 


greateſt Importance, and ſhould have moſt of 
our Concern, And we are principally to re- 
gard and ſecure that, and then as much as 
men pleaſe of theſe. But let us not exchange 
the one for the other, or rather for its meer 
Viſor and Shadow, when there can be no 
rue Grace, where there is no Truth. Truth 
ii the Miſtreſs, theſe but its Fland-maids, 
and therefore I muſt confeſs that J prefer 
nis to them. Not, that I have forgotten to 
give them their proper place in the Defence 
of it, when I have diligently avoided all in- 
decent and uncharitable Expreſſions, Truth not 


| wanting ſuch a Support, and being more pre- 
Judic d than help d ty it. 


E As it is, I make bold to preſent it to 
our Lordſhip, as an humble Teſtimony of thoſe 
" grateful Reſentments I have for your many 
* I Favours, and of that juſt Regard and Ho. 
eur 7 have for you, and all the Right Re- 
p verend Fathers of the Church, that are Fa- 
JF thers indeed. Of which excellent Conſtella- 
tion of Worthies, all, that know you, cannot 
but elteem and judge you to be a truly Shi- 
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not betray the Cauſe of Chriſt. Truth is of 
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DEDICATION. 
ning Star, when your Merits. and Integrity 


are equally Great, and echo and Ve- 
nirable. I am, 


th LOR D, 
Your Lordſhip's molt Obedient 
| and Reſpectful Son and Servant, 


in the Work of the Goſpel, 


Joun WarkeER, 


: 
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af © from off the face of the earth (as the Riſto- 
: B ; 


I KINGs xviii. 21. 
And Elijah came unto all the People, and ſaid, 


How long halt ye between two Opinions 2 If 


the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, 
then follow him. 


OD Almighty being the Great Lord 
and Governor of Heaven and Earth, 
hath it in his Power, as well as it is 
his Right, to puniſh with any of his 

fore Judgments, either the Famine, the Peſti- 
lence, or the Sword, any Sinful Nation and 
people. But this he doth frequently upon ſome 
merciful and kind Deſign; to make them re- 
flect and conſider what hath been the Occaſion 
and Cauſe of the Preſſure and Diſtreſs that is 
upon them; to give them a Sight and Sence 
of their Sinfulneſs ; to ſtop them in the Mad- 
neſs of their Career and Folly, and to bring 
them to Reformation and Amendment. 

The Men of //rael in the Days of this Pro- 
phet, as well as before, were guilty of very 
great and moſt abominable Provocations ; had 
made large Declenſions from God's Ways and 
Truths; had ſeparated themſelves from the Al- 
tar and way of Worſhip He had eſtabliſned in 


the Temple at Hieruſalew, and ſer up Golden Calves i kings 12. 
in Dan and Bethel, and in the Houſes of the 28.29.30, 31. 


High Places to be Worſhipped and Sacrificed 


into. And tho' this ing became ſin unto the 15. 1g, 34. 


cuſe of Jeroboam, even to cut it off, and deſtro 


11an 


1 Kings 16. 
31, 32, 33. 


46. 18. 19, 
22, 
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Throne of Jſrael purſued and continued the 
ſame Sinful and Idolatrous Courſes. Reaſons 
of State were more prevalent with them, 
than Reaſons of Religion. They had more re- 
gard for Empire and Rule, than for the Laws 
of God; were jealous and fuſpicions, that, if 


their Subjects ſnould continue to go to Worſhip * 


where God had appointed, their Hearts too 


would return, and the Kingdom be again con- 


firmed to the Houſe of David. Worldly Inte- 
reſt had ſo warp'd and ſeduc'd them to act à- 
miſs, that they would not obey and truſt God, 
nor believe bis Prophets. They wonld be a 
Rule unto themſelves in ſpight of all that they 


had ſeen and heard. Such were the Reigns of 


Feroboam, Nadab, Baaſba, Zimri, and Omri; ſo 
horribly bent upon Wickedneſs. And one 
would have thought that it had been then at its 
utmoſt Summit and Height. But Ahab rhe Son 
and Succeſſor of Omri, did in evil far ſurpaſs all 
his Predeceſſors.. And it came to paſs, as if it 
had been a light thing for him to walk in the ſin 
of Jeroboam the Son of Nebat, that he took ro Wife 
Jezabel the Daughter of Fth-Baal, King of the 
Zi donians, and went and ſerved Baal, and wor- 
ſhipped him. And he reared up an Altar for Baal 
in the houſe of Baal, which he bad built in Samaria. 
And Abab made a Grove: And Ahab did more to 
provoke the Lord God of Iſrael to anger, than all 
the Kings of Iſrael that were before him. 

And as was the Prince, ſo were the People, 
all for the moſt part Schiſmatics and Separa- 
tiſts from the true Worſhip of God. And ma- 
nifeſt is it that there was a general Defection 
and Corruption amongſt them, when the Pro- 
prets of Baal, and ef the Groves were eight hun- 

ared 
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at Ledbury in Herefordſhire. 
dred and fifty men, and Elijah only the Prophet 
F the Lord, as he tells us. + The Court-Reli- 
gion or Worſhip had a mighty Influence upon 
them. They thought it (as too commonly it 
happens) the readieſt way to get Preferment, 
and become rich by. They preferr'd this to 
all other Conſiderations. If they could but 
thus Sacrifice to their own Net, to their Am- 
bition and their Covetouſneſs, they matter'd 
not what kind of Service they embrac'd and 
paid. And indeed the Proſpe& and Hope of 
Worldly Gain, is but too powerful a Motive 
to looſe Men from truly religious Principles 
and Practices; and doth apparently, as the 
Current of it runs, give a Blaſs and Propenſity 
to the moſt diſtant Extremes. It is the King's 
Religion, be it ever ſo bad, that is in this 
Senſe, with ſome, the beſt Religion; And what 
Men of profligate Conſciences will always fol- 
low and adhere unto. And this, with ſome 
other Carnal Politics ad vanc'd and abetted by 
their ſeveral Kings and their Courtiers, was 
no doubt that which debanch'd and withdrew 
the Ten Tribes of the Children of 1/rael from 
ſerving God as he had enjoyn'd, and made 
them ſo addicted to their own Falſities and 
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1 © Novelties. But when nothing elſe would re- 
„ claim them, and Jezabel! with the Connivauce 
„ of the People had outrag'd and kilPd the Pro- 
/ K phets and Miniſters of the Lord (tho' there 


was a Good Obadiah that reſcued and delivered 
ſome. of them from her furious Aſſaults) God 
ſaw fit to chaſtiſe them with a very grievous 
3 Drought and Famine of three years and fix months james g. 17. 
2 continuance, that he might thereby humble and 
bring them to a more obedient Temper. And 
when He had thus prepar'd them, he ſent his 

B 2 Prophet 


14 A Sermon Preach d 
ö Prophet to give them a farther Evidence of his 
Dm. g. 17. Power and Will, and that the moſt High rulet h 
in the Kingdom of men; and conſequently that 
God, and not Man, is to be regarded and o- 
obey'd. And accordingly Elijah, having firſt 
done his Meſſage to Ahab, and propos'd to him 
to gather all J/-ae! and all the falſe Prophets to 
Mount Carmel; and they being there; aſſembled, 
1 he, in the Words of the Text thus addreſſeth 
8 to them. And Elijah came to all the People and 
faid, How long halt ye between two Opinions? 
the Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal, then 
follow him, | 
In my ſpeaking to you of theſe Words, I pur- 
pole by God's Aſliſtance, to give you an Ac» 
count of theſe ſeveral things. . | 


Firſ?, That it is every Man's Duty to be able 
to diſcern and know the true Religion, or 
right way of \\ orſhipping God, from what 
is falſe, or contrary thereunto. 

Secondly, What Helps God hath given vs, or 
what Rule we are to dire& our ſelves by 
in order to a right underſtanding of it. 

Thirdly, That, when ſo known and under- 
ſtood, we are conſtantly and inyariably to 
adhere and keep to it in our Practice. 

Fourthly, That we are to aſſert and vindicate 
it, when oppos'd and contradicted. 

And Fifthly and Laſtly, That it is the un- 
doubted Intereſt both of Prince and Peo- 
ple to have it well eſtabliſh'd and preſerv'd. 


And Eli jah came to all the People and ſaid, How 
long halt ye between two Opinions? If the Lord be 
God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him. 
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F rſt, 1 am to ſhew you, That it is every 
Man's Duty to be able to diſcern and know 
the true Religion, or right way of Wor- 
ſhipping God, from what is falſe, or con- 

trary thereunto. 


T. It hath been a Maxim with ſome Men, 
hat Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion; 
hat the leſs we know of God, the better we 
an ſerve Him. But He having made us Rea- 
ſonable Creatures, and requiring a Rational Ser- 
ice of us; and there being no Reaſon with- 
out Underſtanding, we muſt underſtand and 
know Him, and what he exacts of us, if we 
would ſerve Him aright, and acceptably, and 
as we ought. We can have no Deſire, Faith 
in, Aﬀection and Regard for what we are ig- 
norant of. And theſe being neceſſary Qualifi- 
ations of the juſt Performance of Divine Wor- 
ip, we muſt have that which is the Founda- 
ion to them in us, a fit Knowledge of God 
and his Truths, e're we can pay him the Pro- 
trations that are due unto him. We may with- 
Put this bow down to a Figment and Idol of 
our own Brain and Imagination ; but a true 
Service ſuppoſes and implies a true Under- 
ſtanding of God. And this is not to be taken 
p upon meer hear-ſay or by rote; but we 
are diligently to ſee and conſider what Bot- 
om and Ground-work it hath to relie on. 
hether it hath been commanded by the true 
dd. Whether there is that Suitableneſs, and 
4 piritulnek, and Rationalneſs in the Addreſſes 
ve make, as is worthy of ſo Auguſt a Majeſty. 
hether it is not a Stock or Stone, an Image 
Or a Faure (Things too mean to repreſent 

the 


Prov. 15. 8. 


1Theſſ. g. 21. 
Heb. 5. 14. 


Col. i. 9. 


fice of the wicked being an abomingtion to the 
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the God of Heaven) that we worſhip and fall 
down unto. Or whether, when we are right 
as to the Object, we lift up clean Hands and 
pure Hearts without Wrath and Doubting ; do 
humbly, and ſincerely, and fervently, and faith- 
fully, and reſiguedly offer up our Supplications 
to the Throne of Grace; and give him the en- 
tire Service of Soul and Body in the beſt man- 
ner we can and moſt for his Honour. Or whes 
ther Laſtly our Praying unto, Praiſing and giv- 
ing him Thanks, be crowned and compleated 
with a holy Life and Converſation : The Sacri= 


Lord, but the Prayer of the upright his delight. 
It is ſuch a Senſe and Underſtanding that is to 
be in us, as will make us abhor and flee from 
all falſe Gods, and all falſe ways of Worſhip; 
as will ingage us to love, fear and obey only 
the true one; to have him for our Ged, and 
no other, and to ſerve him continually in Spi- 
rit and in Truth. It is the Apoſtle's Com- 
mand, to prove all things, and hold faſt that 
which is good; and that we have our Senſes eæ- 
ercibd to diſcern both Good and Evil, And if 
we ſo examine and exerciſe our ſelves in and 
by the Scriptures, as we ſhall ſoon be filled with 
the knowledge of his Will in all Wiſdom and ſpiri- 
tual Underſtanding, ſo will this prevent all halt- 
ings between GOD and Baal, ſet us in the right 
way, and keep us regular and ſtedfaſt in it, 
notwithſtanding all the Temptations and Sedu- 
ctions, Menaces and Terrors of an evil World. 
And it being our Duty ſtill to do this; not to | 
be overtaken with the Error of the wicked, to 
be always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
it muſt he ſach to perceive and be ſenſible, 
what will enable us to be fo happy. He that 

; requires 


at Ledbury in Herefordſhire. 

quires the End, requires the necefſary Means 
onducing thereunto. He that enjoyns us to 
zaſe from evil, and to learn to do well, doth 
s ſtrictly enjoyn that we know how' to per- 
orm the one and the other. With this we 
ay ſerve God, and do our Duty, but without 


e only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
nt, ſays our Bleſſed Lord; that is, to know 
im in the Truth of his Word, and in a hearty 
DbefGience perform'd to it. And we are al- 
ay to apply our ſelves to know, and ſearch, 
ic ſeek out this Heavenly Wiſdom, if we 
ould ſo know as to be known and approved 
of by Him. 


III. And this will be more manifeſt, if we 


7 Secondly proceed to conſider the Rule God 
. hath given us to direct our ſelves by in 
* order to ſuch a Knowledge. 

rad God left that Service we render unto 
15 im, undetermin'd and under no Command, it 


ad been altogether indifferent, how and in 
0 Fhat manner we perform'd it. Where there is 
' Wo Obligation, as there can be no fulfilling of 
Duty on the one Hand, ſo no Breach of it on 


i= Whe other. But He having preſcrib'd us Mea- 
bt ures whereby we are to walk and order our 
it, Mclves, as this cannot be our Caſe, fo neither 
4 ath he left us at Liberty to do as we pleaſe. 


t Is his Will, and not the Imaginations of our 
to wn Hearts, that we are to be guided by. He 
ath ſhew'd us the way wherein we are to honour - 
im; and therein we are to go, and not to 
le, Nieviate and depart from it. The Men of 1/-ae! 
at ad been fully inſtructed in it by Moſes pr 

the 


never can Thr is eternal life to know thee john . 3: 
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the Prophets; they could not object, or com- 
plain of want of Information. This had been 
aſſur'd unto them by undeniable Evidence and 
Teſtimony. There was nothing wanting on 
God's Part to impreſs it deep on their Head 
and Hearts. The Means that had been us'd for 
their Conviction, was ſufficient to ſatisfie all an 
that were not poſſeſs' d with an inflexible Incre it. 
dulity, and that would hearken unto, and be 
prevail'd on by Reaſon and Argument. But it 
Men will not ſee, will turn their Eyes from 
the Light when it is graciouſly afforded, - and 
held out unto them, it is to their own Obſſti 
nacy and Waywardneſs, and not the Mercy ol 
the Revelation, that they are to impute theh 
being in the wrong. The Word of God dot 
certainly beſt teach us what are the Principle: 
and Practice of all that is truly religious. Tho 
we may err and be deceiv'd in the Notion: 
and Notices of Things, yet He that is Omai 
ſcient, and infallible in his Dictates, cannot 
Nothing is intricate and obſcure to an All 
comprehenſive Underſtanding and Mind. HQ 
can ſet us in the right way of acting divinely$ 
if we are ever to be ſo happy. He knowy 
what he moſt likes, and is moſt for his own Glo 
ry. And the whole of the Service we are te 
be employ'd in, referring chiefly to him, wt 
are to give him leave to be the ſole Arbitra 
tor of it, to receive. it humbly and heartily 
and to demean our ſelves correſpondent! 
We are not to preſcribe to him, but he to u 
in the Dutifulneſs we owe him. His Statute! 
and Commands are a ſure Light, and Lamp 
and Direction, to all that will follow the 
lt is to theſe therefore that we are at all time 


to apply our ſelves for ſaving Knowledge 


w_—_——I__c_,c_T..].c.CECLLSIT-T7'c_- 


| 


= 


Commandments, by lighting and over-looking 


WRepugnancy between the one and the other; 
however we may reconcile them in our Pra- 
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ro the Law and the Teſtimony, ſays the Pro- lk. 8. . 


Iphet. This is the Polar Star we are to ſteer 


our Courſe by, through the fluctuating and 
dangerous Surges and Tempeſts of the preſent 
Life. And if we are ſo conducted, as we can 
never miſcarry and go aſtray; as it will be 
pure and undefiled Religion that will be acted 
and exemplified by us, ſo will God approve of 
it, and own us for his faithful Servants. 

This is certain, that it is our Duty to ſerve 
him in all well-pleaſing, and to be fruitful in 
every good Word and Work: But how we 
can do this, or be that, by running from his 


bis Laws, by making falſe Interpretations of, 
or acting in flat Contrariety to them, is moſt 
abſurd and unreaſonable to ſuppoſe. If God 
is the Lord, and we are to obey him, it is as 
evident that we cannot do this by - Diſobedi- 
ence. To imagine this, would be to take a- 
way the Differences of Good and Evil, and to 
make Religion and Irreligion, Holineſs and Sin, 
one and the ſame. But there being an innate 


tice, they can never be ſo in the Truth and 

Nature of the Things themſelves. Holineſs 

will be Obedience and Righteouſneſs; and Sin 
Unrighteouſneſs and Diſobedience, though we 
pervert, miſapply and miſcall them. Feroboarn 

did indeed declare that the golden Calves he Ke, 1. 
bad ſer up, were the Gods that brought the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael out of the Land of Egypt; and he 


might fanſie that his ſacrificing to them, was a 


worſhipping the God of 1ſrael. But his ſaying 
the one, and thinking the other, did not make 
| elther 
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either of them true, for it was Idolatry and 
Schiſm notwithſtanding; a ſetting up of falſe 


Gods, and a Separating from the Worſhip of 
the true one. So Ahab and Jezabel, and their 
People might perſuade themſelves ' that Baal 
too was God, and their Worſhipping him was 
Worſhipping God : But whatever they thought, 
Baal was but an Idol, and their ders, =, 
him a falſe Worſhip; as Idolatrous and Schiſ- 
matical as that of his Predeceſſor the Son of 
Nebat, who made Ifrael to Sin. 

It is not then Men's falſe Perſwaſtons of 
Things, that will juſtifie the aQing of them, 


or be their Excuſe before God. Nothing can | 


do this but an Agreement with his Will and 
Word. If he hath commanded and inſtituted 
them, they are ſafe. But if he hath not, if he 
hath forbidden them, or they contradict his 
revealed Will, tho” their own erroneous Con- 
ſciences do not, yet he will condemn them 
for it. We are then not only to be fully per- 
ſuaded in our own Minds of the Lawfulneſs 
of what we do, but that God hath injoyn'd 
and appointed, or at leaſt not forbidden it. 


And the Reaſon of this is, becauſe we may be 


deceiv'd in our Judgments and Conjectures of 
what is true, or otherwife, but God cannot. 
In all religions Concerns the better and firmer 
the Foundation is, the more ſecure and free 
from Hazard and Dijappointment is what we 
raiſe upon it. If we act in Compliance with 
God's Will, we run no Risks; But it other- 
wiſe, nothing can preſerve us from falling, 


and ſinning, and offending him, how much ſo- 


ever we think and believe to the contrary. 
It is by his Law and Word that we are '9 
| : 
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y 
g we are to ſquare and regulate our Actions in 
this. He hath vouchſaf d to teach and ſhew 
rs what is Good, and he requires of us, and 
it muſt be our indiſpenſable Obligation, Work, 
and Buſineſs to-learn of him, and to practiſe 
an Univerſal Piety and Obedience. 


A | III. Aud this brings me to the Third Par- 
; ticular, That the true Religion ſo notified 
f by God, is conſtantty and invariably ta 
. be adher'd unto and practis'd by us. 


I, 
4 = That 5 Holy Scriptures are the great Pan- 
| 4HRes or Body of Speculative and Practic Du- 


ties, of what we are to believe and do, is 


e hat we muſt all confeſs. And ſo far we are 
is Wa the Right; And happy would it be for us, 
i- Wif we would far conſult and adviſe with, 
m Was in all our Spiritual Affairs to be guided b y 
8 bw. This would ſtifle and prevent all tho 


any Deluſions and Seductions that are ſo rife 
among us; that Spirit of Diviſion that ſo 
much haunts and diſquiets us; that running 
from God and Truth; that oppoſing his Will; 
chat crumbling into Seas and Parties, that 


* Wthreatens and portends no leſs than an univer- 
ei diſ-joynting and unſettling of us. This 
ee too would unite and heal the Breaches and 
de Wounds that have been made; would make 


s humble and modeſt, and impartially to ex- 
amine the true Reaſons of Things; would o- 
pen our Eyes to ſee the Things that make for 
Pour Peace; incline us to prefer the Publick 
Dod to our falſe Sentiments, and unreaſona- 
dle Biekerings and Heats: Would expel all 
C 2 that 


judged in the next Life, and it is by it that Jom 12, 46 
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that Stiffneſs and Uncomplyingneſs of Humonr i 
that is ſo obſtinately and peremptorily aſſumd 
and purſu'd ; inſpire us with placable and ſub- 
miſſive Tempers; fill us with a true Earneſt- g 
neſs and Zeal for God's Glory, and inceſſant WH 
Endeavours to ſerve Him in the beſt manner, tc 
to the moſt worthy Purpoſes, and as becometh C 
ſincere Chriſtian Profeſſors, te 
And the Truth is, it is a very ſurprizing 
and amazing Thing to ſee and conſider that it 
is not ſo: That the Spirit of the Goſpel, that 
meek, humble, and obedient Spirit hath had ſo 
little Efficacy upon us; to ſee Men run fo 
many contrary ways to Feaven, and yet all 
hope to come thither, when Truth is but one, 
and there is but one way that leadeth unto 
Life, that of God's Word. This 1s the door 
through which we are to enter; and they that 
are for climbing and gerting thither ſome o- 
John 10. 5. 8. ther way, are but thieves and robbers, and will 
as ſadly be defeated and barr'd out. They 
are the Precepts, and Documents, and Laws 
we there meet with, that are the ſtanding 
and fixed Rule of Right and Truth, and Chri- 
ſtian Piety. And the proſecuting and fulfillingy 
of theſe, as it gives us the juſteſt Claim to al 
Teal Purity and Holineſs of living, ſo doth it 
to the Reward and Bleſſedneſs it is to dif 
penſe, and will be a Conſequent of it. lt is 
our firm adhering to theſe through our whole 
Lives that is our manifeſt Duty; and there 
fore it can only be doing and converſing ſuit 
ably to it, that can entitle us to the promiſed 
Mercy, when this and nothing leſs. is made) 
the peremptory Condition of it. They are 
not ſome or a few only, but all the Com 


mand! 
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mands of the Goſpel, that is the meaſure of 
Jour Religion, and what we are to perform. 
Tho? Men wickedly ſeparate themſelves, and 
t- go into Combinations and factious Brother- 
nt hoods, they are not to ſeparate Dutifulneſs, 
r, Ito take one Part of it, and leave another. A 
th WConſcience is to be made of, and a due Regard 

to be had to every ſeveral Branch of it. The 
ng doing of this will not attone for the Omiſſion 
it of that: We muſt take and underſtand them 
iat all, as God hath propoſed them, without any 
ſo difference as to the Authority and Obligation: 


ſo We are in no Caſe to deſpiſe the word; we py. rs, ry: 


God hath made no Exceptions, nor are we to 
make any. Excipere eſt decipere, ſays St. Ber- 
nard, to except to Aeceive our ſelves, and o- 
others. God hath commanded as well the Du- 
ties of the Second, as firſt Table of the De- 
calogue. And it is St. Paul's Rule that we are 


towards God, and towards Men. He hath com- 
manded us to honour and obey himſelf; and 


Jare in all Caſes to fear the Commandment. L. de c. 


to have and exerciſe a Conſcience void of offence Ad 24. 16; 


i- be hath commanded us to do the ſame to our 1 ** 


ing Natural and Civil Parents in all that lawfully 


the ſecond is like unto it, to love our Neighbours 
as our ſelvei, to do them all the good we can. 


vide things honeft in the ſight of all men; and 


he not to commit Sacrilege, He hath told us 


ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is; that 
us | 0 we 


and of right we ought. The firſt and great war: 22. 37, 
Commandment is to love the Lord our God; and 3% 39. 


He hath commanded us to be juſt, and to pro- Row. 12. 17. 


ſo hath he ro love mercy, and to walk humbly. Micah 6. 8. 
He hath injoyn'd us to abhor Idols, and ſo hath Row. 2. 221 


that we are not to forſake the. aſſembling of our Reb. 10. 25; 
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Pl. roo! 4: we are to come into bis Courts 3 to worſhip and 


1h. 585. 6. fall down, and kneel before the Lord our Maler: 
Rom. 16. 7. Go hath he to mark them which cauſe diviſions 
End offences contrary to the doftrine which ye have 

Jude ver. 19. [earned, That ſuch are ſenſual, not having the 
x Cor. 3. 3. Spirit: That Diviſions or Factions are Carna- 
| lity and a work of the Fleſh; and that we are 
Is, 1. 10. all to be perfeftly joyned together in the ſame 
mind, and the ſame judgment, as to what he de- 

36. 1:. 40. mands of us: That all things are to be done des 
Plal, 29. 2 cently and in order, and that we are to worſhip 
God in the beauty of Holineſs. In ſhort, we are 


Titus 2. 10. to adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all | 


things, ſaith St. Paul. To adorn it with a ho- 
ly Life, and undiſſembled Obedience. Neither 
Worldly Intereſt, nor the pleaſing of our ſelves 
and others, nor any Carnal Motive whatſos 
ever, is to be ſo prevalent with us, as ever 
to alienate us from Pious Operations, and in- 
duce us to act contrary and in Contradiction 
to our great Law-giver. 

| It was the Sin of the Men of Jae! to halt 
between Him and Wickedneſs; to be ſome- 
times for, and ſometimes againſt him ; but we 
muſt (as the Apoſtle adviſeth) hold faſt the faith- 
ſul Word, as we have been taught : We muſt be 
3 Corr5. 58. tedfaſt and unmoveable, Whatſoever God hath 
preſci ib'd, is to be heedfully obſerv'd by us, 

if we would not deceive our ſelves; and we 

are to do it as he hath preſcrib'd. We are 

to reſpect both the Matter and Manner of the 

| work we are doing, and is incumbent on us. 
2 Tim. 2:5. We are to do lawful things lawfully, Praying 
and Preaching in publick are lawful Acts in 
themſelves; but if they are done in an unju- 
ſtibable way, and contrary to the Goſpel, 1 

i a je: 
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[Ih ſeparating and dividing Spirit, they do chere- 
y become wicked; and no Goodneſs of In- 
ention will juſtifie an evil End. Such a man- 
er of Worſhip is ſo far from honouring God, 
hat it is indeed a diſhonouring of Him, it 
being a Breach of his Law, and a plain Diſo- 
pedience, Schiſm is look'd upon by ſome as 
| trifling thing, and to have nothing of Evil 
n it; but if it is a cauſleſs and unneceſſary 
one, as I here ſuppoſe it, they muſt give me 
eave to tell them that they muſt have a new. 


- oſpel, e're they can make it ſuch, God by 
#4 is Spirit having ſo apparently condemn'd it 
„In chat we have. And if we in Pity, and out 
rf Duty tell them of it, we are certainly not 


heir Enemies, but Friends when we endeay@ur 
o undeceive, and deliver them from the wrath 
o come. We cannot anſwer it to God and 
dur own Conſciences to hold our Peace, not 
to tell Judah of his Sins, when Wickedneſs is 
become bold and daring. If we cannot prove 
it to be contrary to the Holy Word deliver'd 
nto us, they might have ſome Reaſon to fret 
and be angry; but if we can, and have done 
it, let them look to it, if they will not be 
forewarn'd and forſake it. Whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear, we are to 
try aloud and ſpare not: And thoſe ſevere Cen- 16s. 58. x, 
ſurers that ſuggeſt we have other Ends in it 
than the Diſcharge of our Duty, do, to ſay 
no worſe, judge very uncharitably, and uſurp 
an Office that doth not belong unto them. It 
is God only that is the Knower of Hearts, and 
the Diſcerner of Spirits, and thereſore they 
are to let that alone to him for ever, if they 
would not be Judg*d for ſo judging, Mart. 7. f. 
2 And 
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And this Corruption of thinking too fa- 


vourably of what we act our ſelves and have 


eſpous'd, mixeth it ſelf with all other Duties; 
too many of us not ſo much judging of them 
as they are in themſelves, and as they ought 
to be circumſtantiated by us, but as they are 
perform'd by them. And then be ſure they 
ſhall not want a whole Litter of Reſerves, 
Palliations, and excuſes, to cover their Defeats 
with.. But this is to ſerve God partially and 
by halves, and not with that Sincerity and 
Integrity he demands of us. All muſt be uni- 


form and of a Piece; no Viciouſneſs, either 


in the Manner, or Matter of what we addreſs} 
to Him. We art not to do Juſtice unjuſtly 


: Tim. 2 8, and unmercifully ; not- to faſt for ſtrife and 


Iſai. $8. 4. 


Care not to be £ 


PC. 119. 105. 


debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of Wickedneſs, 
as the Prophet ſpeaks. Not to mafr a good 
Act with a bad Appendage or Circumſtance. 
If we do this, it is enough to make us liable 
to the Man of God's Rebuke, that we halt 
between two, Opinions. But much more ob- 
noxious ſhall we be hereuſto, if we offend both 
in the Matter and "Manri@otwhat we act; if-we 
undertake a a hog 

fully. Whenſvever;we dt 
own Conſciences well in 
trueſt Judges.“ But -1 


orm'd will be the 
Hught to be our eſpecial 
O wicked; not ſo to halt, 
leaſt we come mort of our Journeys End; not 
reach Heaven, but fall into Hell, And that 
we may nat be fo wr-tched and miſerable, we 


are, with the Royal Pſalmiſt, to make God's| 


Word a Lanthorn unto our feet, and 4 Light un- 


to our paths; not to ſwerve and go aſtray from 
his Commandments; to contend for the Faith 


Once 


Amte FL, manage it ſin- ; 
erde God and our 
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# once delivered to the Saints, and to buy the jute ver. 3. 
8: Truth and ſell it not; As the Wiſe Man ad viſes prov. 23. 23. 
mand enjoyns. | 

"UF w. And fo I paſs to the Fourth Thing, that 

x we are to aſſert and vindicate Truth, when 

x oppos'd and contradicted. 

s, 8 

* And this 1 gather and infer from God's 


\d ſending, and Elijal*s going to a perverſe and 
rebelſious People; a People grown old in Wick- 


1 edneſs, and that had continued their Idola- 
fo trous ſeparating Methods thro? ſeveral Kings 


wh Reigns, and that were not likely to be fond of 

4 Reformation, having a King over them that 

vas, the worſt of all. Vet tho” they were thus 
7 


50 hardened in their Impieties, the Head ſich, and thi. 1. 5,6, 


the whole heart faint; and from the ſole even into the 
bead, there was no foundyeſs, but mounds, and 
bruiſes, and putriſying ſores;, they were very much 
corrupted as to their Spiritual Eſtate ; the Pro- 
phet boldly accoſts-.them, tells them of their 
Faults and what God expected from them. 
Such a Meſſage he could not but be ſenlible, was 
attended with Danger ; divers of his Function 
had ſuffered no leſs than Death from the contrary 
Faction, from the cruelty of an Ahab and a 
FJezabel; and he could not promiſe himſelt but 
that the like might in Probability betal him. 
But he more regarded the doing of God's 
Meſſage than his life, and preferr'd Obedience 
to whatſoever might happen. And that it was 
God's Meſſage we are aſlur'd, Firſt, in that in 
his Prayer to him, he calls himſelt Gos?s Ser- 
hill t, and ſaid he did all theſe things at his word. 
ce! ><<oudly, in that God 95 atteſted to 

| Res 


18 A Sermon Preach d 


+ Kings 18. it when the fire of the Lord fell, and conſumed 
6, 38, 39: the burnt Sacrifice, and the Wood, and the Stones ole 
and the Duſt, and licked up the water that wail, 
in the trench, And Thirdly, in that when the F 
People ſaw it, they fell on their faces, and ſaid, 
the Lord he is the God, the Lord he is the God. 
And herein he hath given ns an excellent 
Example what we are to do under ſuch Cir. 
cumſtances We are not to fear the Faces of Men, 
when God bids us fpeak. We are to admo- ing 
niſh them of their Impiety and Sin, tho? Bonds 
or Impriſonment, or much worſe, is the Con- 5e 
ſequent of it. Tho' we are not all Prophets, 
nor the Sons of the Prophets, yet we have 


2 ö 

Souls to ſave; And it is better to loſe the whole wa 
World, and all that is dear unto us in it, than. 

Like 12,4,5,them. And therefore we_are to obey and fear te 


him that hath power to caft into Hell, more than 
all Earthly Powers whatſoever, who can do no, 
more than kill the body. We are humbly to 
remonſtrate to ſuch workers of Iniquity, not 
to be aſhamed of Chriſt and his Word; but 
to confeſs him and it couragiouſly and perſe-l e 
veringly. We know him that hath told us, . 
Heb. ro. 32. that if any of us draw back, his Soul ſhall have : 
Mat. 10. 33-770 pleaſure in him. And that whoſoever ſhall deny | 
him before men, him will he alſo deny before his 
Father which is in Heaven, I do not mean that. 
we are to hazard all for little unneceſſary Pun- 
ctilio's, for meerly ſpeculative Opinions that 
have no Influence upon practiſe, but for the 
great and ſubſtantial Doctrines of the Goſpel. 
Theſe we are in the Spirit of Meekneſs, and all 
the honeſt and juſt ways we can to vindicate 
and ſtand up for; not let them be trampled 
upon and rejected by a Spirit of Atheiſm and 
Profane- 
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rrofaneneſs, but by Pen and Tongue aſſert their | 


Authority and Sacredneſs. The Apoſtle hath 


old us that rhe time will come, when Men mill 2 Tim 4. 2. 
of endure ſound Doctrine, but after their own * + 
ſts ſhall they heap unto themſelves Teachers, 
paving itching Ears; and ſhall turn away their 
Ears from the Truth, and ſhall turn unto Fables, 
But notwithſtandintg, Timothy was to preach the 
pord, to be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ;, 
0 reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all long ſuffer- 
ng and Doctrine. The Apoſtles were threatned 
and charged by the Jew:ſh Sanhedrim, not to 


5 peak at all, nor teach in the name of Feſus, But Ads 4. 17, 
„erer and John anſwered, and ſaid unto them, ““ 


7 


whether it be right in the ſight of God, to hear ken 

unto you, more then unto God, judge ye, And 

the ſame may we return, and ought to do fo, 

to all the Adverſaries of the Truth ; and there- 

fore, as they continued to ſpeak rhe word with Ver. 31. 
boldneſs, fo muſt we if we would not be of the 

number of them, that draw back to perdition, Hb. 10. 39, 
but of them who believe to the ſaving of the Soul, 

What was it that brought our Saviour to his 


$ Croſs, but the Preaching of unwelcome Truths ? 
And {hall not we do as he did? Do we War 


a good Warfare, and behave our ſelves like 


good Souldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, if we ſtart back 


upon the appearance of Danger, and betray 

our Maſter's Cauſe by a timorous Silence and 

a trimming Hypocriſie? Whoſoever is Chriſt's, 

certainly ſuch a Man is not. We are not on- 

ly to follow him into the Wilderneſs to be 

feaſted with his Viands and Loaves, but into the 

Garden, and to Mount Calvary, to Bleed and 

to Die with him, if we would be his Diſciples, 

and have him confeſs us ſuch before the Holy xe 12. 8. 
9 2 | Argels, 
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Angel. Every runaway Souldier is a reproach 
to his Captain, and ſo ſhall we be to our Bleſ- Wh: 
ſed Lord, if we deſert him in the Day of 

Battel, flee when we ſhould fight, and are not 

1. 1. conſtant unto the Death. There are many un- 

ruly and vain talkers and deceivers (ſays St. Paul) 

whoſe months muſt be ſtopped;, who ſubvert whole 

houſes, teaching things which they ought not, for 

filthy lucre's ſake. This witneſs is true; wherefore 

rebuke them ſharply, that they may be ſound m the 

faith, And it is as true that there is a Spirit 

N Of Diſſention, Immorality, and Heterodoxy gone 
out amongſt us, that ought to be rebuk'd and 

1. 2. 1 filenc'd, by our ſpeaking things which becemeth 
ſound doctrine. And they that will not have 

the World ſo reform'd, will, 1 fear, repent 

other Meaſures when it is too late. At leaſt 

we do not all that we can for Truth, whea 
negligently and unconcernedly we fee it in- 

ſulted, and ridicul'd, and denied : And they 

Mar. 10. 16. that in ſo not doing, can boaſt of the Wiſdom 
of th: Serpent, ſhould remember that the Inno- 
cency of the Dove is to be added to it. But 
how they can be innocent, that for a preſent | 
Eaſe can give up the Honour of their Lord, 
and hear his Word blaſphemed and perverted, 
and call this Moderation and Temper, is juſt 
as true and rational, as for any Man to call 
himſelf a good Subject, and yet be guilty of 
High Treaſon. And if an Earthly Governour 
will greatly reſent ſuch an Indignity and Af- 
front, and puniſh it accordingly, we muſt think 
that He who is King of Kings will more fſe- 
verely cenſure it, and not hold ſuch preſum- 
x Sam, 2. zo. Ptuous Wretches guiltleſs. In a Word, thoſe 
that honour him, he will honour ;, but thoſe that 


deſpiſe 
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at Ledbury is Herefordſhire: ve:f 
deſpiſe bim ſhall be lightly eſteemed ;, was what . 


Ne juſtly denounced againſt a Partial Prieſt and 1 Sm. 4. 11. 


overnour, and what he as juſtly executed, ** 


V. But Fifthly and Laſtly, it is the undoubted 
' Intereſt both of Prince and People to have 
True Religion well Eſtabliſh'd and Pre- 
ſerv'd. 1 


How this is to be done, 1 ſhall not take 


upon me to preſcribe. Tho? I cannot but judge 
it obligatory upon all to diſcountenance and de- 


ry all falſe ways of Worſhip whatſoever, as 
ontrary to the Sacred Word. This is what 


our common Chriſtianity, and the reſpe& we. 
have for the Goſpel exacts of us. And how 


e can be true Votaries and Friends to it with- 
out this, I muſt own, I do not underſtand. þ 


take it granted that God doth Infinitely Prize 
and Prefer his Will and Truths to all things 


elſe; and that it is our Duty to do the like. 


But how we can ſo act, and yet comply with, 


ar at leaſt connive at contrary Meaſures, they 
hat are concern'd, would do well impartially, 
and with a due regard to Divine Authority, 


according to our Works; but how can we ex- 
pect a favourable Sentence from him, or that 


he will deal with ns as true Believers in that 


his Day, if we in ours have provoked and 
griev'd his Holy Spirit, and made Shipwrack 
of Faith and a Good Conſcience? We horribly 
mock and deceive our ſelves, and are as Senſ- 
leſs as Wicked, if we more value and purſue 
a temporary quiet than an Eternal one CY 
a 


o conſider. We are all of us to give an account Rom. 14. to; 
pf our ſelves to God, and to be judged by Him ** 2 
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| ſhall do any thing, in behalf of this, to for-. 
feit and loſe that. The exchange is too anequal, WW 
one would think, to be fo eaſily and raſhly 
made; and they that are ſo imprudent as to 
ſubmit uato and practiſe it, muſt, whatever 
they pretend, have but little Faith in God 
and his Chriſt, and be more zealouſly con- 
cerned for Earthly, than Heavenly. Poſleſſions b 
and Treaſures. But they are to obſerve, that, WM... 
if they will have their good things in this Life, M® 
at any rate, and upon any Account, and ſtick MF” 
at no Profligateneſs and Impiety to compaſs = 
them, they ſhall be without, and far from them } 1 
in the other. That, if they will be Divers M* 
now, they ſhall not, cannot be Lazaruss then; W© 
ſhall never come into Abraham's Boſom, and 4 
have their Portion amongſt the Bleſſed. It is 
only Righteouſneſs and true Piety, Honouring 2 
and Obeying God as he hath Commanded, that MS 
can confer upon and ſecure ſuch a State unto il © 
us: Without this we ſhall never come into the “ 
Joy of our Lord. And therefore ſuch a way : 
C 
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of living and acting as will procure this, muft 
be our trueſt Intereſt and ſureſt Gain 

And if there was nothing elſe in Religion 
to encourage a vigorous and conſcientious Pro- 
ſecuting it, and to endear it to us, this would 
be more than enough (and I ſhall mention no- 
thing elſe) when it infinitely, and beyond all 
Compariſon, ſurpaſſes all the Honours, and 
Pleaſures, of a Dying Life. And would we 
but once be fully perſwaded of this Truth, 
all other things would Weigh but little with 
us: Obedience and Righteouſneſs, and a good 
Conſcience would be the moſt Precious and 
Valuable things, and we ſhould accordingly 
FIG live 


| at Ledbury in Herefordſhire: 
ire and die in God's fear and ſervice. And 
that it is, in fine, the moſt Principal Wiſdom, 


our ſelves ſo to act, not to ſerve Baal but Go p, 
not Sin, but Holineſs; and never to depart 
from that way of Righteouſneſs he hath pro- 
$d unto and ſet us in the Divine Oracles, 

6 by any falſe Comments, and pretended Illuſt ra- 
tions, and as Unchriſtian a Practice, is ſo Ma- 
K nifeſt, as that Eternal Happineſs (the undoubt- 
ed conſequence of ſo acting) is preferable to 
hat is but for a Moment. I therefore cloſe 
„all with that of the Bleſſed Jeſus to the Church 
of Smyrna. I know thy Works, and Tribula- 


a tion, and Poverty (but thou art Rich) and 


I know the Blaſphemy of them, which ſay they 
are Jews, and are not; but are of the Syna- 
'S I gogue of Satan. Fear none of thoſe things 
which thou ſhalt ſuffer : Behold the Devil ſhall 
caſt ſome of you into Priſon, that ye may be 
© tried; and ye ſhall have Tribulation Ten Days. 

Be faithful unto Death, and I will give thee 4 
iſt i 

Crown of Life : 


Which He who is the Reſurreftion and the 
Life vouchſaſe unto us; To whom with the 
Father and the Bleſſed Spirit, be all Honour, 
Might, Majeſty, Thankſgiving, and Obe- 
dience now and for evermore, Amen. 
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and beſt way of benefiting and doing good to 


